
1245 Main Street  l  circa 1920
Leo Lessor, one of Tunica’s most widely known entrepreneurs, constructed 
this building in 1890. In 1899, The Bank of Tunica opened its doors to the 
community.  On April 25, 1913, The Bank of Tunica shut its doors due to 
bankruptcy.  Leo Lessor owned The Bank of Tunica. Such a story caused 
panic throughout Tunica. W. H. Powell, cashier, was appointed receiver of 
The Bank of Tunica. In 1919, he dispersed all receipts of The Bank of Tu-
nica at 15 cents on the dollar. Leo Lessor ran, not to be heard from for 11 
years.  Upon his return in 1924, the District Attorney asked the court to set 
aside the indictments that were impending against Lessor for many years. 
The judge, in response to numerous petitions signed by citizens of Tunica 
County, let Lessor walk a free man.

1251 Main Street  l  circa 1920
The building at 1251 Main first opened as an IGA Grocery store. In 1932, 
the Kroger Store took over. Kroger moved to a building down the street. 
When Kroger moved out Buford Murphree changed the grocery store to M 
& H Grocery. In the late 1970s M & H Grocery shut its doors. Lucy Sands 
opened a clothing and apparel store called Latham’s. Now 1251 Main houses 
the gift shop 1251 Place.  

The building at 1251 Main was built in 1890 by Leo Lessor, one of Tunica’s 
most notorious men. Leo Lessor was a trusted banker with The Bank of Tu-
nica, which was housed next door at 1245 Main. He ran off with two million 
dollars of the bank’s assets. He was forgiven of any wrong doing in a court of 
law and given a party to celebrate his return.
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Leo Lessor Building  l  circa 1910
The two-story building was constructed in 1909 by Leo Lessor and has
been occupied as a clothing store, a ten-cent store, a hardware and furniture
business, a doctor’s office, an auto parts store, and in 1993 was the center for 
the Mississippi Gaming Commission in Northern Mississippi. The building 
also housed a restaurant, and the adjoining alley was used for patio dining 
during the late 1990s and into 2002.During Word War II, the upstairs was 
used as apartments for the returning soldiers and their families.

Leo Lessor was one of Tunica’s most colorful and questionable characters.
He was a trusted banker in the community. In April 1913, he left Tunica with 
two million dollars of the bank’s assets, leaving his family behind to deal with 
the disgrace. In 1924, he returned to Tunica and was met at the train by some 
of Tunica’s favored sons, taken to court where he was forgiven, and was then 
given a party to celebrate his return. The prodigal son with immense charm
had come home.

1317 Main Street  l  circa 1910
On March 30, 1908, one of Tunica’s most prominent citizens was shot by 
another in a dispute between J. T. Lowe and Mr. Houston over an election to 
the Levee Board. Both men had words, departed and went to arm themselves. 
Upon meeting a few minutes later, some conversation passed and one shot 
entered Mr. Houston’s temple, causing death.

A $10,000 bond was posted, allowing the shooter to resume his activities. On 
Wednesday, June 10, 1908, another shooting startled Tunica. In this very lo-
cation, as the daughter of the deceased met her father’s shooter on the street, 
she turned and drew a Derringer from her handbag, shooting her father’s 
former friend in the back.

The man whirled, pulling his gun just as the daughter fired a second shot, 
which missed as her sister grabbed her arm.  Seeing the assailant, the gentle-
man simply remarked, “You are a lady, I won’t shoot you.” He entered this 
building, site of Dr. M. J. Alexander and son’s medical practice and drugstore. 
He was immediately transported to a Memphis hospital, by train, where he 
survived. Neither assailant was prosecuted and their descendants
continued to be best of friends.

R. C. Irwin’s Mercantile Store  l  circa 1930
The late Robert Clell Irwin was one of the strongest factors in the material
and moral development of the Mississippi Delta. When he was just 10 years
old, he and his family started to Tunica County from Mecklenburg, N.C.
When they reached Nashville his parents became ill and had to finish the
journey by steamboat. Robert and his brother finished the trip in charge of
the faithful slaves. Upon arrival, they acquired a tremendous amount of land 
in Tunica County. Robert was in Tunica when the Civil War broke out. He 
hastened to join the Confederacy, where he was a gallant cavalryman from 
April 1861 to May 10, 1865. After serving with the Confederacy, Robert threw 
himself, with all force of his character, into the reclamation of his county from 
the wreck of war and its redemption from carpet-bag rule. When the railroad 
company laid track through his plantation and built a depot at Tunica just 
north of him, Robert opened R. C. Irwin’s Mercantile Store. At one time, the 
upstairs of the store housed the Masonic Lodge. The store remained in the 
family until being taken into the hands of the Lane family.

1249 Main Street  l  circa 1900
Built in 1890 by Leo Lessor, 1249 Main was first opened as Drummer’s 
Hotel. It then changed it’s name to Planter’s Hotel.  Below the hotel was 
The Bank of Tunica and the IGA Grocery, which later became the Kroger 
Store, and later became M & H Grocery. When the hotel closed, it was 
vacant until Jimmy Eubanks opened it for office space. It now houses 10 
office suites. Each office has been restored with the original plaster walls 
and wood floors.

Hotel Marie  l  circa 1919
Hotel Marie reopened December 15, 1918, after it had burned in March of
1918. It was built by W. R. Kirby and named in honor of his wife, Marie Irwin 
Mangum Kirby. Her father, R. C. Irwin, was one of the founders of Tunica. 

In the early days with the train running twelve times a day, six trips north and 
six trips south, the Hotel Marie was the undisputed Tunica social center. W. C. 
Handy played for dances on the weekends.  

With the recent restoration of the Marie as a fine dining destination, this grand 
old lady takes her rightful place on Tunica’s Main Street.  Over the years, Hotel 
Marie has housed a bank; several drugstores; a police department; a grocery 
store; offices for attorneys, doctors, and dentists; and a liquor store.


