


12:30 p.m.
REGISTRATION AND EXHIBITOR CHECK-IN OPENS

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.  Workshops:
EVENTS 101 – KAREN STANLEY - NEONFROG, INC. & JENNIFER 
PRATHER - GREATER STARKVILLE PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
For festival and event planners who are just getting started or have 
a young festival to grow.

EVENTS 201 – CYNTHIA & SHAWN SUTTON - OCEAN SPRINGS 
CHAMBER - MAIN STREET - TOURISM BUREAU 
For seasoned festival and event planners who have a mature 
festival or event they would like to grow or enhance with new tips 
and tools, including advanced marketing.

MAIN STREET 101 - JAN MILLER & JEANNIE ZIEREN - 
MISSISSIPPI MAIN STREET ASSOCIATION 
Main Street 101 covers the basics of community development using 
the Main Street Approach. For Main Street directors and board 
members.

4 - 6 p.m. 
MINI “WINE DOWNTOWN” & SHOPPING TOURNAMENT
Pre-registration required. $20 fee includes souvenir wine glass, 
wine and shopping discounts exclusive for our attendees. Start at 
Downtown Tupelo Main Street office - 108 South Broadway St.
(Complimentary shuttle service provided. Pick up and drop off at Hilton Garden Inn.)

6 p.m. 
MEET & GREET RECEPTION 
Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area Museum - 398 East Main St.



9 A.M. 
REGISTRATION – The Lyric - 201 N. Broadway St.

10 A.M.
WELCOME TO TUPELO & OPENING SESSION FEATURING MEMPHIS JONES – 
The Lyric - 201 N. Broadway St.
(Complimentary shuttle service provided. Pick up and drop off at Hilton Garden Inn.)

11:30 A.M. 
LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 
Dine in one of Downtown Tupelo’s fabulous restaurants!

1 P.M. SESSIONS
“HOW TO MARKET YOUR EVENTS AND TAKE THEM TO THE NEXT LEVEL” – LORI 
BRECHTEL & ARLETTE THOMPSON - MISSISSIPPI MAGAZINE AND ELIZABETH 
RUSSELL, TUPELO CVB 
Everyone wants to know how to effectively get the word out about their community 
events and grow participation! In this session, you will hear smart perspectives from the 
state’s largest magazine and from a specialist in intercity marketing.

“CREATING EVENTS TO SPUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT”– 
BRANTLEY SNIPES - GREENWOOD MAIN STREET 
No one has the time or resources to have events just to 
have events! In this session, let’s learn how to align 
your community vision and goals with 
the events in your community. 
As a result, you will no longer 
just have events but you will 
develop sustainable community 
events that boost your 
economic bottom line in your 
downtown.



2:15 P.M. SESSIONS
“Y’ALL BUSINESS” – SHERRI CARR BEVIS, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
EXTERNAL MARKETING, WITH THE MISSISSIPPI SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE 
Learn how to take your business to the next level by exploring Y’all Business on our 
website, which includes a statistical analysis of counties and metro areas in Mississippi 
and free business and community information that will help you start or grow your 
business in our State. WWW.YALLBUSINESS.SOS.MS.GOV. 

“CREATIVE EVENTMAKING IN MISSISSIPPI” – PANELISTS: BILL GRIFFITH - ROWAN 
OAK CURATOR, DANIEL BOGGS - DELTA TAMALE FESTIVAL AND KAY MILLER - 
GRILLIN’ ON THE GREEN 
How do you create and sustain events that are authentic to your community and draw 
in both residents and tourists? Come hear from three successful eventmakers from 
different regions in Mississippi and be inspired in your own efforts!
 
3:30 p.m.
EXHIBITOR NETWORKING

3:30 p.m.
MISSISSIPPI PRESENTERS NETWORK MEETING 
A working session for members of the MS Presenters Network. To become a member of 
the Network, sign up at WWW.PRESENTMISSISSIPPI.ORG.

5 - 7 p.m.
MISSISSIPPI ARTIST SHOWCASE AT THE ELVIS PRESLEY BIRTHPLACE 

Six Mississippi Roster Artists will perform in a variety 
of genres. Join us for food, drinks, and one-of-

a-kind Mississippi music at the one and 
only Birthplace - 306 Elvis Presley Dr.

(Complimentary shuttle service provided. 

Pick up and drop off at Hilton Garden Inn.)



7:30 p.m.
HOT BREAKFAST BUFFET OPENS

8 a.m.
ARTIST NEGOTIATION BREAKFAST SESSION – WAYNE ANDREWS - MISSISSIPPI 
PRESENTERS NETWORK & YOKNAPATAWPHA ARTS COUNCIL 
Grab your breakfast and sit down to learn different ways to make resources work for 
you to bring artists to your events and festivals. We’ll take a look at grants and funding 
opportunities as well as partnerships and block booking that will help you get them to 
your community event!  Hear directly from MAC Roster Artist Ricky Burkhead and his 
perspective on booking different kinds of events.

9:15 a.m. Sessions
“GRASSROOTS EVENTS: GETTING STARTED WITH CREATIVE PLACEMAKING” - 
MELODY THORTIS - MISSISSIPPI ARTS COMMISSION & AMANDA HAYDEN - TUPELO 
ROCKS  This session will discuss ways that communities can begin to engage in 
Creative Placemaking methods as a stepping stone to bigger impact events and will 
leave the session with resources to implement local creative Placemaking projects.  
Attendees will hear national examples including local success story, Tupelo Rocks.

“FROM THE CLASS TO THE STREETS: NEW MARKETING IDEAS 
FOR MAIN STREET” – RANDY BURCHFIELD - UNIVERSITY OF 
MISSISSIPPI & DOWNTOWN TUPELO MAIN STREET STAFF 
Go from Old School to New School in your social media 
marketing! You will learn from capstone projects for an 
Integrated Marketing Communications class at Ole Miss 
and discover new ideas for marketing and social media 
campaigns that you can implement into your own events.

10:15 a.m.
ENERGY BREAK Last chance to visit Exhibitors! Turn in 
signature card for Grand Prize Drawing.



10:30 a.m. Sessions
“DELTA JEWELS ORAL HISTORY PARTNERSHIP” – DR. ROLANDO HERTS & LEE 
AYLWARD - THE DELTA CENTER AT DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY & MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA 
The Delta Jewels Oral History Partnership is an award-winning cultural heritage 
interpretation project that has honored the lives of unsung Mississippi Delta African 
American church mothers featured in Alysia Burton Steele’s book “Delta Jewels: 
In Search of My Grandmother’s Wisdom”. Through a series of regional, statewide, 
and national gatherings and presentations, the Partnership has engaged over 1,000 
Mississippi Delta residents, visitors, and supporters in honor of the National Park Service 
Centennial. Learn how The Delta Center and the Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area 
collaborated with diverse communities to illuminate the Delta Jewels church mothers’ 
powerful stories of faith, family, and freedom. 

“PERSPECTIVES FROM THE GRANTOR AND GRANTEE” – POLLY ROSENBLATT - 
WOODVILLE MAIN STREET & MARIA ZERINGUE - MISSISSIPPI ARTS COMMISSION
This session offers a rare glimpse into both sides of the grant-writing and grant-making 
process for communities, events and the arts. Polly Rosenblatt, Woodville Main Street 
Director, will present the perspective of “Grantee” as she discusses how to take a small 
budget and grow it by applying for small grants. Maria Zeringue, Folk & Traditional Arts 
Program Director at MAC will present the perspective of “Grantor” as she provides an 
overview of the agency’s grant programs and services and shines a light on the agency’s 
work to support festivals, communities, culture and artists throughout Mississippi. 

11:30 a.m.
CLOSING SESSION – $1,500 Grand Prize Artist Drawing & Elvis Festival Package 
Drawing

Noon  
ADJOURN



Lee Aylward is the Program Associate for Education and Community Outreach at the Delta 
Center for Culture and Learning at Delta State University. She is a transplant from the hills 
of Mississippi to the Delta.  Education and learning were instilled in her early, and she tried 
almost all of the universities in Mississippi and the University of Alabama in order to further 
that education. Her love of reading prompted her to get both undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in Library Science, and she went on to get certification in Reading.  Since graduating 
from college, Lee has been a mother, administrator of a U.S. Army education center, a public 

librarian, a school librarian, reading teacher, real estate agent, and finally an associate in the Delta Center 
for Culture and Learning where she coordinates community outreach and education.

Wayne Andrews currently serves as the Executive Director of the Yoknapatawpha Arts 
Council & Powerhouse Community Arts Center. Wayne has over 27 years in arts and 
economic development with past work with Memphis in May International Festival, the 
National Folk and Dance Alliance, Memphis Symphony Orchestra, the King Biscuit Blues 
Festival, and Live! At the Garden Concert Series.  He served as the Director of Publishers 
Association of the South, has been published in several magazines, is a columnist for the 
Oxford Eagle, and has contributed to several national art blogs.  He served as the Assistant 

Vice President of the Orpheum Theatre in Memphis and is also the co-founder of several cultural programs, 
including the Mother’s Best Music Festival, Oxfilm, and the Arts Incubator Project. Wayne is active with 
organizations that build partnerships between communities and currently serves as Chair of the Mississippi 
Presenters Network and a Co-chair of the Gulf State Presenters Network.

Sherri Carr Bevis is the Assistant Secretary of State for External Marketing with the 
Mississippi Secretary of State’s Office. Her past work includes Admissions Counselor 
at Mississippi State University, Deputy Press Secretary for Senator Trent Lott, mother of 
two sons, elementary school teacher, Bay-Waveland Main Street Director, and Deputy 
Campaign Manager for Billy Hewes. In 2013, Sherri took a position with the Secretary of 
State as the South Mississippi Service Coordinator in Gulfport and also served as a regional 
coordinator for Voter ID.  In 2016, she was promoted to Assistant Secretary of State for 

External Marketing where she continues to play a key role in marketing the agency and programs like Y’all 
Business and Promote the Vote.  Sherri has lived on the Mississippi Coast for the past 22 years and is an 
active community leader serving on numerous boards.  Sherri is also the Vice President on the MSU Alumni 
Association’s National Board of Directors.

Daniel Boggs is the Chief Executive Officer for Greater Greenville Housing and Revitalization 
Association, Inc., Greater Greenville Development Foundation, Inc., and Main Street 
Greenville.  All three organizations are Mississippi-based 501(c)3 Community Development 
Corporations that focus on a variety of relevant issues and projects that promote and 
increase the quality of life for Delta residents.  Daniel’s professional career has been 
dedicated to community, residential and commercial planning and development in the public, 
for-profit and non-profit sectors.  Prior to coming to Greenville in 2012, Daniel served as an 

original team member in the Office of Recovery for the state of Mississippi that developed and implemented 
housing programs in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.  Over the past 17 years, Daniel has managed nearly $1 
billion in federal, state and private funding for various types of community enhancement projects.  He is a 
2004 graduate of Mississippi State University with a degree in Landscape Architecture.



Lori Brechtel is the Special Projects Director at Mississippi Magazine. Lori holds a B.A. in 
Art from the University of Southern Mississippi. After several years as a graphic designer at 
various advertising agencies in Jackson, Lori began her tenure as Art Director of Mississippi 
Magazine in 1996 and has been employed at that publication ever since. She now serves 
as Special Projects Director and oversees their new retail-shopping event, The Mercantile. 
Lori currently serves on the Southern Miss Alumni Board, and in the past has served on 
their Alumni Publications Board, as well as the boards of the Flowood YMCA and Actor’s 

Playhouse. She and her husband Michael reside in Brandon.

Randy Burchfield is a 40-year financial services marketing veteran. Prior to retiring 
in 2017, Randy served as senior vice president and director of corporate relations and 
communications for BancorpSouth in the bank’s corporate office in Tupelo.  Randy joined 
BancorpSouth in 1998 as director of corporate marketing, responsible for the company’s 
full range of marketing-related functions across its eight-state market area. Prior to his 
service with BancorpSouth, Randy was vice president of advertising and communications 

for the former Deposit Guaranty National Bank (now Regions Bank) in Jackson, MS. Randy now serves as 
an Integrated Marketing Communications (IMC) adjunct instructor in the University of Mississippi’s Meek 
School of Journalism and New Media. He is involved in a range of community service work, including having 
served many years as a volunteer, board member and past president of the Downtown Tupelo Main Street 
Association as well as a past president of the Mississippi Main Street Association.

William (Bill) Griffith is the Curator of Rowan Oak in Oxford, MS, the historic home of author 
William Faulkner and his family for over 40 years. Under Bill’s two-decade guidance as 
curator, the antebellum home has become one of Mississippi’s most iconic landmarks. Bill 
came to Oxford in 1992, fresh out of Southern Illinois University, to work for the University of 
Mississippi’s department of historic preservation. When the full-time curator left Rowan Oak 
in 1999, the department had trouble finding a replacement, due in part because the house 

was in need of significant renovation. Rowan Oak completed a $1.5 million renovation in 2003, mainly to 
install climate control, and Rowan Oak has seen its number of visitors increase over the last decade-plus. 

Dr. Rolando Herts is the Director of The Delta Center for Culture and Learning at Delta 
State University. He is a native of the Arkansas Delta region.  He was recently selected as 
an Executive Academy Fellow with the Delta Regional Authority’s Delta Leadership Institute 
after his first year directing The Delta Center and the Mississippi Delta National Heritage 
Area. Previously, he served as Associate Director with the Office of University-Community 
Partnerships at Rutgers University. Rolando holds a Ph.D. in planning and public policy from 
Rutgers Graduate School-New Brunswick. He also holds a M.A. in Social Science from the 

University of Chicago and a B.A. in English from Morehouse College. Rolando is a Leadership Newark Fellow, 
a former Teach For America Mississippi Delta corps member and a former Emerging Engagement Scholar. His 
interest areas include university-community engagement and partnership development, community-based 
tourism planning, place branding/marketing, and regional development.

Memphis Jones is an international artist, recognized Delta music historian, keynote speaker 
and Christian minister who grew up immersed in the rich heritage and culture of the 
southern United States. His resume includes partnering with the Tupelo and Tunica CVBs to 
grow online platforms by bringing attention to the region’s musical heritage. His personality 
work has included creating video content for the Memphis CVB, Elvis Presley Enterprises and 
the Klove Fan Awards as well as being featured in exhibits at both The Birthplace Museum 
in Tupelo and the The Gateway to the Blues in Tunica. He is a regular entertainer on Beale 

Street at B.B. King’s Blues Club in Memphis and he travels the world performing his Memphis Music Review. 
As a storyteller, Memphis Jones has the unique ability to connect dots from one individual to another, one 
place to another, and one experience to another through story and song. More at www.memphisjones.com.



Jan Miller serves as Director of Program Services for the Mississippi Main Street 
Association, providing oversight and program support for Main Street communities in 
Mississippi since 2007.  She previously worked as the Executive Director for Main Street 
Columbus for seven years, helping create one of Mississippi’s most walkable downtown 
districts and one of the most successful festivals in the state, Market Street Festival. Jan 
has extensive experience in strategic planning, festival development and assessment and 
retail consulting as well as in the non-profit world, including organizational development, 

fundraising, sponsor vetting and creation of strategic corporate alliances with non-profits.  Jan was named 
one of the 50 Top Business Women in Mississippi in 2015. 

Kay Miller is the Downtown Services Manager and Main Street Director for the City of 
Biloxi. A seasoned Main Street Director, Kay has overseen Biloxi Main Street District through 
the most challenging period of Biloxi’s history - Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath, the 
economic downturn and the BP oil spill.  Some of Kay’s accomplishments include saving 
and restoring the 108 year-old Bond-Grant House; the implementation of the downtown 
façade and landscaping grant project of 2012-13; the incubation of Gallery 782 (a 40-artist 
co-op), the creation of Grillin’ On The Green and the downtown Farmers Market Festival 

series. Kay is a 2014 recipient of an Excellence in Main Street Scholarship from the Mississippi Main Street 
Association.  
 

Jennifer Prather is the Director of Tourism for the Greater Starkville Development 
Partnership. An Olive Branch, MS native, Jennifer attended Mississippi State University and 
began her career at the Partnership in 2005. After later working in the Office of Admissions 
& Scholarships, and then the Global Leadership Continuum at MSU, Jennifer ventured back 
to the Partnership as the Special Events & Projects Coordinator in 2013. Jennifer’s wealth 
of event planning and coordination experience stems from establishing and overseeing 
multiple university and city projects, including the growth and expansion of the previously 

volunteer-run Starkville Community Market and several other special events. In her current role, Jennifer 
serves as the director of the Starkville Convention & Visitor’s Bureau and Starkville Main Street Association, 
promoting Starkville as a premier destination. Jennifer has served on the executive boards of both Starkville 
Young Professionals and the Starkville chapter of the Public Relations Association of Mississippi. 

Polly Rosenblatt is the Director of the Woodville/Wilkinson County Main Street Association. 
Polly is a longtime resident of Mississippi where she has been a teacher of many ages 
and subjects. She has served as a Writer-In-Residence with the All Write! Program of the 
Mississippi Arts Commission. Polly was hired in 2005 as the Director of the Woodville/
Wilkinson County Main Street Association where she has directed an award-winning 
annual event, the Woodville Deer & Wildlife Festival, an event that identifies and promotes 
Woodville’s cultural and artistic heritage. Polly facilitated the effort to secure a Mississippi 

Welcome Center in Woodville in 2011. Currently, Woodville/Wilkinson County Main Street Association is 
completing an Arts Park downtown, rehabilitating an adjacent building to promote cultural tourism and 
the arts, facilitating a downtown Farmer’s Market, launching a Bicentennial Film, and supporting local 
businesses with website and social media development and other entrepreneurial and retail business 
strategies.  

Elizabeth Russell currently serves as the In Market Strategist for the Tupelo Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (TCVB). In this role, she works with industry partners to encourage deeper 
engagement with the Tupelo community for travelers visiting the city. Elizabeth joined 
the TCVB in 2016 after serving as the Marketing and Public Relations Specialist with the 
Downtown Tupelo Main Street Association. She previously worked for 10 years in the 
Marketing Department at North Mississippi Health Services, a nonprofit, community-owned 
health care system based in Tupelo. A cum laude graduate of the University of Mississippi, 

Elizabeth is the mother of two boys, Walker and Lewis, and resides in Tupelo.



Brantley Snipes serves as the Executive Director of Main Street Greenwood, Inc., a non-
profit, historic preservation organization that works to promote and preserve Greenwood’s 
downtown landscape. Throughout her 5-year tenure as director, Brantley has received 
multiple Mississippi Main Street Awards, completed dozens of façade rehabilitations, 
collected over $50,000 in grant funding, and overseen the completion of a multitude of 
projects to aid in downtown’s rehabilitation. Brantley has developed the first Revolving 
Real Estate Program in the state of Mississippi and developed a charrette to engage 

communities in economic development for downtown. Brantley is also a licensed Landscape Architect and 
the owner of Brantley Snipes Landscape + Design, a design firm that specializes in residential, garden and 
floral design. Her work carries her throughout the state sharing her love of design. 

Karen Stanley, APR is the owner of neonFROG, inc., a full service marketing, PR and 
events planning firm in downtown Columbus, MS.  After 17+ years working in marketing 
and sales director positions, Karen decided to open neonFROG in 2011.  neonFROG 
specializes in serving as an outsourced marketing and PR firm for a variety of different 
businesses.  From Fortune 500 companies to family-owned, small businesses in various 
industries, neonFROG assists each business with their unique PR and marketing goals. 
In 2009, Karen was named to the Mississippi Business Journal’s Top 40 under 40 list of 

outstanding professionals and also named the 2009 Public Relations Practitioner of the Year for the Golden 
Triangle Chapter of the Public Relations Association of Mississippi.

Cynthia Dobbs Sutton serves as the Executive Director for the Ocean Springs Chamber 
of Commerce – Main Street – Tourism Bureau.  She overseas and manages all efforts for 
the three-tier organization that represents more than 500 members as well as creating, 
planning and executing events, including the largest fine arts festival in Mississippi. 
Cynthia maintains and overseas the social media outlets of the Chamber-Main Street and 
manages the two websites for the organization.  Cynthia currently serves on the board for 
the Mississippi Tourism Association, Public Relations Association of Mississippi Gulf Coast 

Chapter, United Way for Jackson and George Counties, and the Communications Advisory Board at the 
University of Southern Mississippi. She is a graduate of Southeast Tourism Society’s Marketing College and 
Leadership Jackson County and was named one of Mississippi’s Top 50 Business Women.

Shawn Sutton serves as the Event and Logistics Coordinator for the Ocean Springs 
Chamber of Commerce – Main Street – Tourism Bureau where he has been for 10 years. 
Shawn holds a degree in Engineering Physics from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in 
Daytona Beach, FL. A Mississippi Gulf Coast native, Shawn is the Coordinator for the annual 
Peter Anderson Arts & Crafts Festival. The award-winning Peter Anderson Arts & Crafts 
Festival welcomes more than 150,000 attendees each year.  

Arlette Thompson has been the Office Manager at Mississippi Magazine for 12 years. She 
is a graduate of Millsaps College.  Her community involvement includes being a graduate 
of Leadership JACKSON and Leadership MADISON COUNTY. Arlette was an active member 
with the Junior League of Jackson for 17 years, serving on the Board of Directors and 
chairing several projects and in-league committees. Arlette was recognized as the Junior 
League of Jackson’s 2001-2002 “ACTIVE OF THE YEAR.” Arlette has spoken at the national 
conventions of the National Kidney Foundation and the March of Dimes about volunteering. 

She is currently serving as co-chair for Volunteer Placement with the Salvation Army’s Women’s Auxiliary 
and is a member of the Jackson Symphony League.  She and her husband Bill reside in Madison and are 
the parents to her daughter who is a sophomore at USM.  



Melody Moody Thortis is the Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC)’s arts-based Community 
Development Director. She previously served as Executive Director of Bike Walk Mississippi, 
where she focused the statewide organization around issues of equity, access, placemaking 
and livability. Melody comes to MAC with a background in community development and 
many years of experience collaborating with community leaders, elected officials and 
organizations across the state. During her tenure, the state of Mississippi increased its 
ranking from #47 to #31 as a nationally recognized “Bicycle Friendly State.” Melody came 

to Mississippi in 1999 to pursue a bachelor’s degree in art at Belhaven University and went on to receive 
a master’s degree in International Development from Eastern University. Melody is an acrylic painter and 
musician who enjoys singing with local bands as well as playing banjo, guitar, drums and washboard.

Maria Zeringue, a native of Thibodaux, LA, moved south from Bloomington, IN, to 
serve as MAC’s Folk and Traditional Arts Program Director. She has master’s degrees 
in French and folklore from the University of Louisiana Lafayette and Indiana University, 
respectively, and a bachelor’s degree in Louisiana Studies from University of Louisiana 
Lafayette. Maria previously served as research and curatorial assistant at Traditional Arts 
Indiana. Her primary responsibilities included developing public programs and exhibits, 
managing archival materials, operating the organization’s website and aiding in the grant 

writing process. She is pursuing a Ph.D. in folklore from Indiana University and has served as an associate 
instructor of folklore. Maria has published articles in the Journal of Folklore Research Reviews and Louisiana 
Folklore Miscellany. She also speaks French.

Jeannie Waller Zieren is the Director of Training and Information Services for the 
Mississippi Main Street Association (MMSA). She has been with MMSA since 2008 and 
her work includes Main Street network coordination, public and media relations, training 
and event programming, marketing, and communication and member services for MMSA. 
Jeannie is a member of the Public Relations Association of Mississippi and the Mississippi 
Economic Development Council. She recently completed coursework for the Main Street 
America Institute in Community Transformation and Leadership Development and will 

graduate as a Main Street America Revitalization Professional in 2018. Jeannie has a B.A. in English from 
Mississippi State University and a M.A. in journalism from the University of Mississippi. Jeannie is a seventh 
generation Mississippian, a native of Jackson and currently resides with her family in Oxford.



Aa’Keela Hudnall is a musician, singer, and songwriter, whose style includes 
everything from soul, rhythm & blues, gospel, rock, jazz, pop and funk. A self-
taught pianist and saxophonist, she has taught music to various church ministries 
for more than 20 years. Aa’Keela also holds a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Southern Mississippi in entertainment industry with an emphasis in 
music production. She has performed behind such artists as Le’Andria Johnson, 
and she has worked alongside Ann Nesby, Patti LaBelle, Vesta Williams and Patti 

Austin. Aa’Keela also leads her own band, called Aa’Keela & The Beats, and they have performed 
at festivals, corporate functions, restaurants, weddings, proms, private parties, church events 
and everything in between. Aa’Keela is available to provide musical entertainment as a solo 
performer, acoustic duo, jazz trio or with a full band.

The Lane Chapel CME Male Quintet was first organized in the fall of 
1976 at the Lane Chapel Christian Episcopal Church located in Tupelo. 
Charles Richardson organized the Quintet after his years as a member 
of Rust College A’Cappella choir, Rust College male quintet, sextet and 
mixed ensemble. The group’s style of music is gospel a’cappella. They 
have performed in churches around the country. They have also made 

appearances at the Oxford Folk Festival, St. Jude Radiothon, Mississippi Press Association, 1984 
World’s Fair in New Orleans and national television for the Bobby Jones Gospel Hour. Recently, 
the group was included in a documentary record for an internationally acclaimed classical music 
vocalist, Helmut Lotti. He invited the group to take part in a 35-stop European Tour.

Ricky Burkhead has a performance background in many musical styles and 
instruments. His musical training began at age 12 and has been a lifelong process. 
His performing experience is extensive and covers musical styles including 
African, Caribbean, Latin American, orchestral and other world music. He formed 
the first steel drum band in the state of Mississippi while teaching at Mississippi 
Valley State University in 1986 and a second band while teaching at the University 
of Mississippi in 1995. Ricky can perform a variety of programs including 

Caribbean culture, which includes a lecture/performance/history of the steel drum; West African 
culture and the history/performance of the djembe and kalimba; or a solo percussion recital 
featuring marimba, vibraphone, timpani, snare drum, drumset orchestral percussion and other 
ethnic percussion instruments. Ricky’s lectures are informative and audience-friendly. Students 
and teachers are encouraged to participate in African, Caribbean and American (traditional & 
contemporary) music forms and dance.

Aa’Keela Hudnall
Lane Chapel Quintet

Ricky Burkhead

Zach Day
Da Terrance Roberts

JJ Thames & the Violet Revolt

Performance order (subject to change) 5 - 7 p.m.



Zach Day was born in Jackson, raised in Greenville and now resides 
in Hazlehurst. Zach is totally self-taught as a musician in all aspects 
including guitar, vocals, song writing, performing and business. He has 
developed a sound that is so raw with Delta Blues and Texas Country 
that he dubbed his unique style as “Cotton Country.” Even with over 
20 original songs recorded, Zach’s best work can still only be heard 
through his unforgettable live performances. His performances know 

no boundaries, including state or international lines. You can expect to experience a majority of 
original work when hearing Zach perform, but he also covers a wide range of artists including 
Hank Williams Sr., The Allman Brothers Band, Marshall Tucker, Ryan Bingham, Willie Nelson, Neil 
Young, Fleetwood Mac, Steve Earl, The Band, Waylon Jennings and many others.

Da Terrence Roberts is a jali/griot or storyteller in the West African Tradition 
of Jaliyaa who embraces the teaching power of words and music. Students 
are fascinated with the culture, stories and musical instruments of Africa. Da 
Terrence’s performances, workshops and residencies are filled with teaching 
moments, not just in West African culture, but in science, history and language 
arts. Da Terrence is known as “Da Story Weaver.” In the language of the 
Bamanakan people of West Africa, the ancient title “Da” was one who connected 

his people to their past and escorted them into their future. Da Terrence is a master storyteller 
who draws both children and adults into his web with his animated and interactive style. He is 
available for teacher workshops and short or long term residencies. Da Terrence has also trained 
and worked with classes of special needs students.

JJ Thames offers a colorful mixture of traditional blues and soul. Using music as 
therapy with her heart on her sleeve, she belts, growls, shouts, croons and moans 
from a place deep within her soul. JJ began her career in the late ’90s singing 
background with musicians Bobby Blue Bland, Peggy Scott Adams, Willie Clayton 
and Denise LaSalle as well as reggae-rock band, Outlaw Nation. JJ began touring 
with many reggae and rock legends, including Fishbone, The (English) Beat, Israel 
Vibrations, Bad Brains, Slightly Stoopid and 311. She has also penned songs for 

some pop, R&B, rock and hip-hop artists. Her latest album, “Raw Sugar” (DeChamp Records), 
was recorded at the famed Malaco studios and released in April 2016. JJ fronts her own nine-
member band as lead vocalist and can also 
perform as a duo/combo act. She leads Blues in 
the School programs and can help teach 
the Mississippi Blues Trail 
curriculum.



MISSISSIPPI HILLS NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA
Mary Cates Williams, Kayla McCarley | marycates@mshills.org
(662) 269-2580 | www.mississippihills.org
Products/Services to exhibit: Programs and Grant Opportunities -  MHNHA covers 19 full 
counties and portions of 11 others in the northeastern part of the Magnolia state.

DELTA CENTER FOR CULTURAL AND LEARNING/DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Rolando Herts and Lee Aylward | swinters@deltastate.edu
(662) 846-4311 | www.deltacenterdsu.com
Product/Services to exhibit: Delta Jewels

ARTISTRY IN WOOD
Dayton and Michelle Scoggins | dayton@artistryinwood.com
(601) 649-6054 | www.artistryinwood.com
Product/Services to exhibit: Chainsaw carvings and entertainment packages

MISSISSIPPI MAGAZINE/DOWNHOME PROMOTIONS (THE MERCANTILE) 
Lori Brechtel and Arlette Thompson | lori@mismag.com
(601) 982-8418, ext. 77 | www.mismag.com/the-mercantile-show
Product/Services to exhibit: Our retail shopping event, The Mercantile, May 4-5, 2018

SCRAP HAPPY ART
Angie Basson | angiebasson1@gmail.com
(662) 574-6740 | 1767 Hughes Rd, Columbus, MS
Product/Services to exhibit: Reclaimed wood and antique ceiling tin plaques/awards



Back Stage Pass is produced by the Mississippi Main Street Association and the Mississippi Arts Commission with 
financial assistance from the National Park Service, Mississippi Development Authority, MDA Tourism, the Mississippi 

State Legislature and the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance Small Grants Program.



Turn in your completed form at 
Registration by 10:30 a.m. on Friday 
for the chance to win! Winner may 
book any MAC Roster Artist to perform 
at your 2018 festival or event.

Must attend the Mississippi Artist 
Showcase and be present at Closing 
Session to be eligible.

Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area __________________________________________________________

Delta Center for Cultural and Learning/Delta State University __________________________________________

Artistry In Wood ___________________________________________________________________________

Mississippi Magazine/Downhome Promotions (The Mercantile) _________________________________________

Scrap Happy Art ___________________________________________________________________________

Mississippi Artist Showcase __________________________________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Organization: _____________________________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________________________________

Back Stage Pass 
$1500 Grand Prize 
Artist Drawing

#backstagepass2018

V
isit  e

v
e

r
y

  e
x

h
ib

ito
r

 
&

  h
a

v
e

  th
e

m
   sig

n
  h

e
r

e


